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Dr. David Holmes presents a CMDA of WNY- sponsored virtual talk on his time working with Covid-19 patients in NYC.

CAMPUS MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT:
SCATTERED & SENT
Chris Sullivan, CMDA Campus Minister
Sometimes God turns the world upside down in order to put it right
side up. In Genesis 11, God notices that “the whole world” had
gathered into one place instead of spreading across the earth as he
Pastor Gregg Stierheim does "Quarantine Care" with
students via Zoom.

intended, so he confuses their language in order to “scatter them
over the face of the whole earth” (Gen. 11:9). When God’s people
are suffering under the oppression of Egypt, he brings 10 plagues
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upon Egypt and miraculously parts the Red Sea for Israel’s
liberation. In order to save humanity from their sin, God became a
man, died at the hands of the people he came to save, and rose
from the dead three days later. Sometimes God turns the world
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upside down in order to put it right side up.
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COVID-19 has certainly turned the world upside down and has
quite quickly altered the way we were doing ministry on campus.
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As the University at Buffalo made the difficult decision to move
classes online, we swiftly joined the virtual space with small
groups
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meeting weekly on Zoom to pray, process and

“These meetings have been a real lifeline for

look to God in the midst of all the
disorientation. “These meetings have been a real
lifeline for me,” one student shared, “It’s really
difficult being alone. I have needed the

me,” one student shared, “It’s really difficult
being alone. I have needed the encouragement
to practice self-care and the prompts to ask

encouragement to practice self-care and the
prompts to ask what God is doing to reach the
university and how I might be part of that.”

what God is doing to reach the university and
how I might be part of that.”

The disorientation that has come from the pandemic have pushed us toward some healthy reorientation toward our
witness on campus. Students are being intentional about reaching out to their unbelieving peers on campus and
asking how they are doing and what they might need. Some students have taken action by bringing meals to
international students who don’t have transportation. Although students have been scattered off campus, God is
doing what he has always done and using this pandemic to send us on mission in new and fresh ways.

CMDA OF WNY’S COMMITMENT TO RACIAL RECONCILIATION
From the Leadership Ministry Council
The recent killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbrey and Rayshard Brooks have shaken our
hearts for the injustices that so many people of color, in our country and in our community, experience daily. Our
initial response was to confess our own complicity in sin, lament the ways racism has hurt our brothers and
sisters of color, commit ourselves to learning about racial injustice and to center our gaze longingly on Jesus and
his commitment to make all things new. You can read our message here. Of course, this by itself is utterly
insufficient.
It is well-documented that there are severe racial disparities in healthcare. COVID-19 cases have highlighted these
disparities as our black brothers and sisters are dying from this disease at more than twice the rate than our white
brothers and sisters. As a local chapter of CMDA, we labor with Jesus to bring renewal to the people, ideas and
structures of healthcare. We confess that we, CMDA of WNY, have not been doing enough to address the racial
disparity in healthcare and we humbly ask for your forgiveness, particularly to our brothers and sisters of color.
Black lives matter in healthcare.
We are committed to the long-term work of
seeking equality in healthcare and are in the
process of discerning a five-year plan that will
give serious attention to this neglected, but
pivotal, area of injustice in healthcare. If this is
something you feel strongly about and want to
engage, we would love to connect with you.
Please email Chris Sullivan.
(chris.sullivan@intervarsity.org).
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CONFERENCE UPDATE
Over the past few months, God has given us a new and
exciting vision for the Faith in Healthcare Conference, calling
us to focus on the theme of Creation & Calling: Re-Imaging
Healthcare. The question behind this theme is: How does a
biblical view of what it means to be human shape the way that
we practice healthcare? Put differently, how can a biblical
vision of the imago Dei (Latin: “image of God”) from Genesis 1
inform and reform healthcare?
This conference was scheduled for Oct. 2–3; however, in light of COVID-19, the University at Buffalo has
announced that they will be opening this fall with a hybrid learning model and will be reducing density on campus,
prohibiting our use of UB as our desired location for the conference. This means that we will be pushing back the
Faith in Healthcare Conference to sometime in 2021. You can find up-to-date information on our website, here.

2018 Faith in Healthcare Retreat

2020 GRADUATES
Congratulations to the new CMDA graduates!
Their graduation was virtual, but their hard work and
dedication to the Lord was not! May the Lord bless you as
you enter this new phase of your vocation.
Medical Students: Joe Hennig, Kimmy Wong, Natasha
Borrero, Andrew Hurst, Steven Foulis, Derek Spath, Henry
Greyner-Almeida & Richard Jin
Dental Students: James Cassin

Richard Jin graduated from UB with an MD, PhD. He and his
family (Melissa Jin, DNP and baby Adelaide) recently moved to
San Francisco to pursue residency.

Pharmacy Students: Hubert Chua & Mamie Talty
We look forward to seeing how God works in and through
you as you advance your careers!
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AREA DIRECTOR SEARCH
From the Local Ministry Council
We are excited to announce the launch of an Area
Director search committee. We are looking to hire a fulltime Area Director to lead and oversee the growing
ministry of CMDA in WNY. Prospective candidates are
invited to inquire via email to David Holmes, MD
(dholmes@buffalo.edu).
To help us fulfill this vision, please consider engaging in
the following ways:
Pray for God to send the right person to further the
mission of CMDA of WNY.
Help recruit by forwarding information about the
Area Director job opening to others who may be
interested.
Pledge a donation to support this vision. It will assist
in financing the first year's salary of the new Area
Director. (Contact David Holmes, MD for more info.)

PRAYER REQUESTS
For creative and hopeful discernment regarding
outreach and ministry on campus this fall.
For student leaders who will be shepherding their
witnessing community through these uncertain
times.
For wise and faithful rescheduling and planning
of the Faith in Healthcare Conference.
For the racial disparities in healthcare and for
creative, kingdom-centered ways CMDA of WNY
might be more actively involved in addressing
and pursing racial reconciliation in healthcare.

For healthcare professionals in WNY, NY state,
and across the country who continue to fight on
the front lines in the battle against COVID-19.

Dave Holmes, MD, spent 10 days in NYC working with Covid-19 patients.
To read more about his experience, click here.
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IN MEMORIAM
We said goodbye to two beloved members of CMDA of WNY
in 2019. Please take a few minutes to read about their lives
and work in our area. We thank God for their lives of service
to God and to the community. May they be an inspiration to
those of us still running this race.

Tony Markello, MD

Gordon Comstock, MD

Tony Markello, MD, graduate of UB,

Gordon Comstock, MD, practiced

cared for thousands of patients

family medicine in Arcade, NY. He

during his years at Mercy Hospital,

was a man dedicated to service,

where he eventually served as VP of

including learning Spanish to better

Medical Affairs. He, along with his

communicate with clinical nurses

wife, Nancy, was an active member

and patients while serving on 29

of several area churches.

medical relief trips to Honduras.

Read more about his life here.

Read more about his life here.

